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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 195611 
ORIGIN SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 R 

DRAFTED BY AF/W:JHLEWIS:JZ 

APPROVED BY AF:WCHARROP 

NEA/AFN:JBISHOP 

EUR/WE:MCLISSF 

NEA/ARP:JWTWINAM 

S/S:SGOLDSMITH 

066113 030338Z/64 

O 030315Z AUG 78 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY CONAKRY IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 19561 1 

EXDIS - FOR MOOSE FROM HARROP 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR, PINT, MR 

SUBJECT:FOREIGN MINISTER S LOW KEY REPETITION OF 
MAURITANIA'S APPEAL FOR USG POLITICAL SUPPORT 

REFS: (A) NOUAKCHOTT 2156, (B) CONAKRY 1452 

1 . RE PARA 3 REFTEL (A), U.S. POSITION REMAINS UNCHANGED. 

THE U.S. ADVOCATES A PEACEFUL SOLUTION TO WESTERN SAHARA 
DISPUTE AND URGES THE GOVERNMENTS CONCERNED TO TRY TO 
NEGOTIATE THEIR DIFFERENCES. HOWEVER, U.S. IS NOT 
WILLING AT THIS TIME TO ACT AS INTERMEDIARY IN ATTEMPTING 
TO REACH A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT BECAUSE WE BELIEVE THERE 
ARE OTHERS BETTER QUALIFIED TO PLAY THIS ROLE. FURTHER- 
MORE, WE WISH TO AVOID GREAT POWER INVOLVEMENT. ALTHOUGH 
THE U.S. IS NOT PREPARED TO ASSUME A LEADING ROLE IN 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 195611 

PROMOTING A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT, WE WOULD PROVIDE DIS- 
CREET ENCOURAGEMENT TO A DIPLOMATIC RESOLUTION TO THE 
CONFLICT IF ANOTHER COUNTRY IS ABLE TO GET AN ACCEPTABLE 
PROCESS UNDERWAY, AND WOULD LIKE U.S. SUPPORT. WE ARE 
MAKING A SPECIFIC OFFER TO MADRID TO PROVIDE SUCH SUPPORT. 

2. AS REGARDS PARA 4 REFTEL (A), NEITHER THE FRENCH NOR 
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THE SAUDIS HAVE APPROACHED US FOR SUPPORT IN WORKING OUT 
A SOLUTION MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE TO MOROCCO AND MAURITANIA. 
THE FRENCH, IN FACT, REBUFFED OUR SUGGESTION FOR CONCERTED 
DIPLOMATIC ACTION. WITH REGARD TO SAUDIS, MOROCCANS TOLD 
SAUNDERS SAUDIS HAD TAKEN POSITION THAT SAUDI AID TO 
MAURITANIA WOULD BE CHANNELED THROUGH MOROCCO WITH WHOM 
MAURITANIA HAD BETTER REMAIN ON GOOD TERMS. WE NOTE, 
FURTHERMORE, THAT BOUMEDIENNE DID NOT INCLUDE THE U.S. 

OR SAUDI ARABIA ON HIS LIST OF ACCEPTABLE MEDIATORS 
(FRANCE, SPAIN, AND SENEGAL) WHEN HE TALKED WITH THE GIRM 
FOREIGN MINISTER IN KHARTOUM. VANCE 
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PAGE 01 STATE 195611 
ORIGIN SS-15 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /016 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY:IO/UNA:BJSHARP 
APPROVED BY :IO/UNA: JFTEFFT 
S/S-0:DR0BINS0N 

083561 032044Z/13 

O 032005Z AUG 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

INFO USMISSION USUN NEW YORK IMMEDIATE 9195 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 19561 1 

EXDIS FOR AMB YOUNG FROM UNA 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 195611 ACTION CONAKRY DATED AUG 03: 
QTE: CONFIDENTIAL STATE 19561 1 
EXDIS - FOR MOOSE FROM HARROP 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR, PINT, MR 

SUBJECT :FOREIGN MINISTERS LOW KEY REPETITION OF 
MAURITANIA'S APPEAL FOR USG POLITICAL SUPPORT 

REFS: (A) NOUAKCHOTT 2156, (B) CONAKRY 1452 
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1 . RE PARA 3 REFTEL (A), U.S. POSITION REMAINS UNCHANGED. 

THE U.S. ADVOCATES A PEACEFUL SOLUTION TO WESTERN SAHARA 
DISPUTE AND URGES THE GOVERNMENTS CONCERNED TO TRY TO 
NEGOTIATE THEIR DIFFERENCES. HOWEVER, U.S. IS NOT 
WILLING AT THIS TIME TO ACT AS INTERMEDIARY IN ATTEMPTING 
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TO REACH A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT BECAUSE WE BELIEVE THERE 
ARE OTHERS BETTER QUALIFIED TO PLAY THIS ROLE. FURTHER- 
MORE, WE WISH TO AVOID GREAT POWER INVOLVEMENT. ALTHOUGH 
THE U.S. IS NOT PREPARED TO ASSUME A LEADING ROLE IN 
PROMOTING A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT, WE WOULD PROVIDE DIS- 
CREET ENCOURAGEMENT TO A DIPLOMATIC RESOLUTION TO THE 
CONFLICT IF ANOTHER COUNTRY IS ABLE TO GET AN ACCEPTABLE 
PROCESS UNDERWAY, AND WOULD LIKE U.S. SUPPORT. WE ARE 
MAKING A SPECIFIC OFFER TO MADRID TO PROVIDE SUCH SUPPORT. 

2. AS REGARDS PARA 4 REFTEL (A), NEITHER THE FRENCH NOR 
THE SAUDIS HAVE APPROACHED US FOR SUPPORT IN WORKING OUT 

A SOLUTION MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE TO MOROCCO AND MAURITANIA. 
THE FRENCH, IN FACT, REBUFFED OUR SUGGESTION FOR CONCERTED 
DIPLOMATIC ACTION. WITH REGARD TO SAUDIS, MOROCCANS TOLD 
SAUNDERS SAUDIS HAD TAKEN POSITION THAT SAUDI AID TO 
MAURITANIA WOULD BE CHANNELED THROUGH MOROCCO WITH WHOM 
MAURITANIA HAD BETTER REMAIN ON GOOD TERMS. WE NOTE, 
FURTHERMORE, THAT BOUMEDIENNE DID NOT INCLUDE THE U.S. 

OR SAUDI ARABIA ON HIS LIST OF ACCEPTABLE MEDIATORS 
(FRANCE, SPAIN, AND SENEGAL) WHEN HE TALKED WITH THE GIRM 
FOREIGN MINISTER IN KHARTOUM. VANCE UNQTE VANCE 
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Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
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Decaption Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
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Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
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Disposition Event: 
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Document Number: 1978STATE19561 1 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 
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Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 
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ISecure: 1 
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